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As far as I am concerned, my grandparents have given me a lasting impact upon me and my life, and
have taught me a great deal. I think in this way for two reasons.

For one thing, I, as an only child of a dual-income family, have spent a long time with my grandparents
until I was admitted to a boarding school. From early age on, they sacrificed their time doing as many
things as I could think of doing, and it seemed that they also enjoyed it. By so doing, I learned that it is
important to do whatever we do willingly.

For the next, they often took me to many places that are thought to be of historical interest. For instance,
we once visited Kiyomizu Dera and learned of its background. Fortunately for me, my grandfather was a
school teacher and he had tremendous amount of knowledge about almost anything we talked about.
The stories he told me fascinated me and bit by bit, I came to have interest in things around me. This
enabled me to have sharp interest in history, art, and eventually, people who have established them. And
this later has led me to gain an interest in making people happy.
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